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Punjab Irrigated-Agriculture Productivity Improvement Pr

Landscape of Pothohar plateaue is most suitable for growing orchards, especially gra
and olive because of its favourable agro-climatic conditions. The development of this beautiful terrair
the Punjab was, however, constrained due to lackkethnological innovation in irrigating the crops in
the undulated topography. Introduction of Drip Irrigation has provided the ultimate solution to the Pothc
har farmers for converting their lands inttrape anadCer&alElEyDrip Irrigation Technology has all
the ingredients enabling the farmers to grow high value crops particularly orchards in areas which are
known for such diversity. Mr. Tahir Mahmood is one of those progressive growers who adopted the drip
gation in 2015 for growing high value crops.

Mr. Tahir was initially not so impressed with the drip irrigation system because of its hi-t
operation but with the passage of time, his con dence on technology has been raised and now he is hic
satis ed with the utilization of this reformatory technology. He shared his experienceBas
tion, 1 ussetitoggoovwwiieebtd @d ditbdresushacnagye péiehighogravwden deinréed-fed ditidiions ce
fall. Sometimes, it was not possible to get any income from these crops due to less/ insu cient rainfall.
| decided to get rid of the traditional farming practices and installed drip irrigation system for growil
grapes on 3 acres only. Actually, | intended to check/test e ciency of drip irrigation system. This experienc
mained so successful that | recovered all expenses on installation of drip irrigation system from incorr
the rst fruiting of Grapes” Now, | have planned to install this e cient and modern irrigation system C
more area.

While responding to a question about pro t and market potential of grapes in Taxila, Mr. Te
Indicated that “the grapes grown with drip irrigation matured one year earlier than ood irrigatidffe
eanned] EdomitRR 3 73/E0008k pecradrenronnr gust hetVvesty &st; yaat. Vezava Ravedl dshalid dls tadhisb aobtereiplote
market proviidimg dettter reate sdo b oug good d wplElity rgpep eshidn ¢hjius [ et 50 kwanivaynfoumngpap ey &ras fe
Grapesshhaingguaiidomsizsez enanolrilgiig lab oyl Getébt de thet tertes tess o ghivgpivigl |31 alaf kelarke ta pitat agbiyal
Isknmetizat]l He further added that “expenditure on weedicides has also been reduced as the irrigation w:
IS applied to plant roots only. Accordingly, less weeds grow resulting in little expenses on weedicides”.

Mr. Tahir excitedly shared tH&irssviowyigopgeapeish/dtipdrifgatigatas dastectaterck mongamp
ment opportunities ffor tthe | EHdooreeppeeaiit woroareanomyfyrfar GuiCantignéipoabbwwdneomed anced anen
working on my fErrmiéo dififererit ffarmopeeaéitbons”

On the basis of his four years’ experience, Mr. Tahir opined that “drip irrigation is the n
suitable system for grape orchards to provide favourable environment for plant growth. Owing to its hu
bene ts and facilitation by the government, the progressive growers of the Pothohar region are adoptil
this system and growing high value crops to get more economic returns. Mored@mwéb@md@m@mmm
with the Waorildl Beauila sedsisterade psauidindi iganaiat & et edbal igabd sodiorthe firenfarsfier riompotbonaifon
drip irrigation in the gpaximeee It is considered that the shift from traditional irrigation method to drig
irrigation will prove a big step for addressing Pakistan's water scarcity issue and bringing revolution in
irrigated agriculture of the province.

Mr. Tahir Mahmood ﬁ
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